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                                             Wreath making  3rd December 2022 

Caroline again organized another successful wreath making session , the results of which adorned many 

local front doors until Christmas 

 

 

 

  



                          Monday 5th December 2022 

                                           Annual Quiz 

Denis, the Club Chairman presided over the Annual Quiz. Denis used George’s book of questions but did his own excellent over-

heads. 

With half time food organized by Caroline it was a very enjoyable evening. 

 

The first talk, in February this year, was by Dr Ian Bedford, who set out to persuade any reluctant wasp   

appreciators that they are, if not actually lovable, fascinating and essential creatures for our eco system. 

Please do not kill wasps, just move out of their way, is his advice. If you have a problem, try a Waspinator. 

This imitates a wasp nest and as wasps will avoid being in the same space as another colony’s nest, this is 

an effective deterrent. It was an absorbing talk and Ian’s love of wasps came through all the information he 

gave about these interesting and vital insects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ian gave us a ‘handy’! tip to deter a wasp who is flying around you. You make the shape of a bird with your hand and this fools 

the wasp who flies away. Give it a try and let me know the result!. (apparently it doesn’t work in the  autumn when they are  

tipsy on rotten fruit!  

 

 

 

 

                  Ian also told us about The Green Gardener , a company that promotes chemical free products 

 

                               Monday 6th February      

                              Wasps—Dr Ian Bedford 



                               Monday 6th March 

Lucy Skellorn— Cedric Morris & the garden at Benton End 

                                                                                                                                    On 

Monday 6th March, members were treated to an interesting and       informa-

tive talk by Lucy Skellorn. 

Lucy is our local tree warden and a research assistant at the Garden       Muse-

um. She has a family history of interest in plants especially irises. Her great 

Grandfather, Sir Michael Foster, was the first to bring irises to the UK. 

 Cedric Morris was an artist and a plantsman born in 1882 in Wales.  He  began 

his artistic career by training in Paris but on the outbreak of WW1 he returned 

to the UK where not fit for active service, he trained horses, though reluctantly 

as he knew their fate. At the end of the war he met   Arthur Lett Haines, with 

whom he had a lifelong friendship, and the pair lived in Cornwall where there 

was a thriving artistic community. After the war they spent 5 years in Paris 

and, on returning to London, and keen to pursue his interest in horticulture, he and Lett Haines rented Pound 

Farm in Higham, Suffolk. They had many artistic friends to stay including Barbara Hepworth, the famous sculp-

tor. In 1937 they opened a successful art school in Dedham and had many notable students including Lucien 

Freud.  Sadly the school was destroyed by fire in 1939. Looking for a alternative place for their school they 

found Benton End, near Hadleigh, and the large garden enabled Cedric to pursue his passion for plants , espe-

cially bearded Irises. He developed over 90 named varieties some of which bear his name such as Benton Men-

ace named after his cat and Benton Rubeo, after his pet macaw. He was also interested in 

During WW2, following the Government’s edict to ‘Grow your own food’, the garden grew vegetables. After the 

war, with others, he founded the Colchester School of Art. Later he became friends with Beth Chatto who was 

inspired by some of his ideas. Cedric died in 1982 and is buried in Hadleigh cemetery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      Benton End                                                     Sara Cook with her collection of Cedric irises 



                         A Visit to Anglesey Abbey Gardens 

Anglesey Abbey is well known for its winter and early spring gardens. We visited on 17th February, a mild, 

sunny day when the garden was looking and smelling beautiful. The silver birch walk shone in the sunlight 

and the borders were full of spring flowers. The photos capture just a few of the border plants: aconites, 

snowdrops, hellebores, cyclamen, crocuses and a few early daffodils. The woodland walks were covered in 

wide areas of snowdrops and aconites. The shrubs eg  skimmia, witch hazel, daphne, dogwoods and more, 

were full of blossom and the scent was wonderful. Well worth a visit at any season.  

                                                                                                                                                               Jane Pope 

             Book Review:           Skymeadow. Notes from an English Gardener  

                                                 Author: Charlie Hart  

                                                 Published by Constable           2018 

Charlie Hart’s somewhat eccentric and much loved parents were farmers in Suffolk. This book is the story 

of how Charlie followed his instinct to create a garden to help him through mourning their deaths. He 

moved from London with his wife and four children to Peverels, a small farmhouse with 7 acres in the Peb 

valley, near Colne Engaine on the Essex/Suffolk border. He planned and built the garden on the piece of 

land he called Skymeadow. The book weaves together his own memoir with the story of the developing 

garden. He found solace in the healing powers of digging and growing. He adapted his plans to include 

rose, vegetable and herb gardens, an arboretum and the all important football pitch for his son. It is a gen-

tle book and a celebration of gardening and nature.         

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                    Jane Pope                        



                        Suffolk Orchid Society Show    11.3.23 

 

Alpine Garden Society Show, Pershore, 23rd February 2023 

                                 Many thanks to Mike Warren for all the pictures 



                                         Weather damage in the garden 

 

                                 The effects on our gardens of current changeable weather patterns 
 
Drought: In dry spells, roots cannot gather sufficient water to sustain the foliage. Leaves start to wilt first, 
followed by leaf and bud loss, and ultimately die-back of shoots or whole plants. Parts of the plants fur-
thest from the roots are usually affected first and most severely. Newly planted climbers, shrubs and espe-
cially trees are at extra risk because their root system takes several years to develop to the point where 
they are drought-proof. Do remember that root diseases cause similar symptoms.                                        
Sun and high temperatures: As well as water loss, excessive sunshine and heat can lead to scorched areas 
of leaves, typically on the sunny side of plants and not on the lower leaves, those within plants or on the 
shaded side. Woodland plants such as Acer palmatum are especially vulnerable to sun damage but many 
plants can suffer high temperature damage after a heat wave including camellia and Lonicera. Typically 
brown patches appear on leaves and, in the case of apples, fruit on the most exposed side of the tree de-
velops a reddish-brown burnt patch which often has a flattened appearance. Where leaf scorching is seen 
after watering in bright sunlight the cause may be due to the water droplets focusing sunlight on the 
leaves causing burnt areas. Smooth leaves are unlikely to be affected as research suggests that the light 
from droplets on the leaf surface is not focused on the plant tissue, and water tends to run off smooth sur-
faces. Hairy leaves may be damaged as the water droplet is suspended over the leaf and the light from 
these suspended droplets is considered more likely to be focused on the leaf tissues causing damage.                     
Flooding: Soil filled with water contains too little air for plant roots to thrive. In winter when plant roots 
are dormant they can survive quite long periods of flooding, but in summer when the water demand of 
roots is high, even short periods of a few days can be fatal.                                                                               
Heavy rain: Tends to affect the top of plants with rain damage breaking delicate shoots and flowers. How-
ever it is soil saturation and flooding that causes most harm.                                                                     
Frost: Also tends to affect the top of plants where the freezing is most intense. Lower leaves and areas in-
side the leaf canopy are less affected. Frost can damage plants randomly in an affected area with some 
plants losing buds, foliage, flowers and fruits and others being unaffected.                                                 
Snow: As well as freezing damage, mechanical damage is caused by the weight of snow breaking branches.                           
Hail: Causes bruising and abrasion and occasionally defoliation or loss of fruits. Hail causes tiny scars on 
young leaves and fruits that become very noticeable as the plants develop. Hail damage mainly affects the 
top of plants.                                                                                                                                                                 
High winds: Cause damage to the upper and windward sides of plants. In severe cases plants can be up-
rooted. Windy weather also dries out leaves leading to browning, scorching and loss of buds,  

Remedies 

You can prevent some weather damage by thinking about plant selection for your garden. Choose hardy 
plants for frost pockets, or use frost protection. If your garden is prone to flooding, consider installing 
drainage. But in many cases, there is not much you can do by the way of prevention. 

Ensuring plants are healthy and not stressed will go some way in minimising weather damage. Follow our 
advice in trees and shrubs: planting to make sure plants get the best start in life. Water-
ing, feeding and mulching will all keep plants healthy, as will paying attention to soil health. 

If damage does occur, in most cases the plant will grow out of it, although in extreme situations you may 
want to prune out the damage. Pay particular attention to watering and feeding after a damaging weather 
event. 

Thanks to the RHS for this information 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden-design/drought-resistant-gardening
https://www.rhs.org.uk/problems/acer-leaf-scorch
https://www.rhs.org.uk/soil-composts-mulches/waterlogging-flooding
https://www.rhs.org.uk/prevention-protection/frost-damage
https://www.rhs.org.uk/prevention-protection/wind-scorch
https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden-design/installing-drainage
https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden-design/installing-drainage
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/types/trees/planting-trees-shrubs
https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden-jobs/nutrition-feeding-plants
https://www.rhs.org.uk/soil-composts-mulches/mulch





